










True Wings 
John Alin, NDP A 

True as an arrow in flight. True in 
knowing pilot skills are at a new higher 
level of proficiency. True feeling of 
more confidence in abilities. Truely, 
passengers are safer. 

These are some of the intangible 
rewards of the FAA sponsored WINGS 
program. Tangibles are: it counts as a 
biennial flight review, their is a pos­
sible break on insurance, and you are 
given a sharp looking wings shaped 
lapel pin and a certificate. 

Simply put here's how it works. Find 
a favorite instructor. Within a years 
time fly with him/her for three hours 
(one hour of each: stalls/maneuvers, 
various kinds of touch and goes, in­
strument hood work) and go to one 
FAA sponsored safety meeting. The 
ultimate goal of completing nine con­
secutive years. 

I have talked with some people who 
have participated in the WINGS pro­
gram. All comments were very posi­
tive. I would be happy to answer any 
questions you may have about this 
program. 282-2830 

International Flying Farmer President 
Don Zimbleman and his wife Ardie at 
President's Fly-in of IFF's 50th anniver­
sary, Fullerton, North Dakota. 

State Airport Grants 
The North Dakota Aeronautics Commission, on June 29, 1994, issued grants to 

public airports totaling $416,744.80 for the 1994 construction season: 
The following scheduled commercial service airports received $217,416 as follows: 
1. Bismarck $ 31,867.00 
2. Fargo 56,857.00 
3. Grand Forks 52,333.00 
4. Jamestown 18,000.00 
5. Minot 39,43300 
6. Williston 8,426.00 
7. Pavement Condition Study 10,500.00 

Total Approved $ 217,416.00 
Total Amount Requested $ 526,578.00 

The revenue source for the 7 commercial airport allocation is from the aircraft 
excise sales tax submitted by registered North Dakota aircraft owners. 

The following general aviation airports received $199,358 as follows: 
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Total Approved $ 199,358.80 
Total Amount Requested $ 859,172.00 

The revenue source for these 23 general aviation allocations is from the 4 selling 
price tax on aviation motor fuels sold in North Dakota. 

"Demand for state grants totaled $1,385,750 for both air carrier and general 
aviation airport of which only $416,744.80 or 30% was allocated. Due to revenue 
shortfalls, projects to rehabilitate airport pavement and matching federal funds 
received priority after the five-member Aeronautics Commission board heard air­
port community grant presentations, reported Aeronautics Commission Director 
GaryR. Ness 

President's Day 
Held in Fullerton 

On June 25th and 26th, a group of 
Flying Farmers from all over the 
United States and Canada congre­
gated at the Don and Ardie 
Zimbleman farm, Fullerton, North 
Dakota. There were two things the 
attendees had in common, flying and 
farming. It was an occasion to visit 
with the President of the Interna­
tional Flying Farmers, Don 
Zimbleman, and his family on their 
horne turf. 

Officers of I.F.F. came from sev­
eral states and Canada. President, 
DonZimbleman from Fullerton, Vice 
President Wayne Steele from Madera, 
California, Treasurer Bob Lutes from 
New Paris, Indiana and Secretary Milt 
Van Gerpen from Springfield, South 
Dakota. A total of 100 people in at­
tendance with over 20 planes and a 
dozen motor homes. Flying Farmers 
came from New Jersey, California, 
Indiana, Manitoba, South Dakota, 
Montana, Minnesota, Iowa and Kan­
sas. Members of the I.F.F. are family 
oriented and all members of the fam­
ily are usually in attendance at the 
gatherings. 

On Saturday the membership were 
taken on tours of points of interest in 
the area. A 6:00 p.m. dinner at the 
Zimbleman farm was followed by a 
dance and visiting. 

On Sunday a noon buffet at the 
Fullerton park preceded a program 
that consisted of introductions of of­
ficers past and present and other dig­
nitaries followed by songs sang by 
Karin Dahl. 

The International Flying Farmers 
organization is celebrating its 50th 
year of existence. 

Don Zimbleman was installed as 
President of the I.F.F. at the 49th an­
nual meeting which was held at 
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan on July 13 
- 18, 1993. 

The 50th annual meeting will be 
held at Stillwater, Oklahoma later 
this year to celebrate 50 years of Fly­
ing Farmers with Don Zimbleman, 
President, presiding over the meet­
ing. 



Flying Farmers to 
Meet at Medora 

Roger Pfeiffer 

The North Dakota Flying Farmers 
are planning a fly-in at Dickinson on 
August 27th with a bus trip to Medora 
to the musical and fondue steak fry on 
Saturday. Sunday the Dinosaur Mu­
seum will be open for those wishing to 
tour that. You will need to call or write 
Roger Pfeiffer at the North Dakota 
Aeronautics Commission, P. O. Box 
5020 or telephone 701-224-4746 by 
August19,1994forreservationsifplan­
ning to attend so that transportation 
and tickets can be reserved. 

The North Dakota Flying Farmers 
also invite the North Dakota pilots and 
Minnesota Flying Farmers to join in 
the trip to Medora. A block of rooms 
will also be available at Dickinson. Be 
sure to call Roger by August 19th if you 
are planning to attend. 

From The North 
Dakota AFSS 

Bob Fishman 
FAA Air Traffic Manager 

As you know, we at the Grand Forks 
AFSS were quite proud of our Regional 
and National FaCility of the Year 
awards for 1991. In 1992 we were once 
again selected as the Great Lakes Re­
gional Air Traffic Facility of the Year. 
We are pleased to announce that we 
have been selected an unprecedented 
third time as the Great Lakes Region 
Air Traffic Facility of the Year for 1993. 
These awards reflect a sustained com­
mitment to providing the "FINEST" 
service possible to the North Dakota 

viation community. 
In March, we participated in the 

Upper Midwest Aviation Symposium 
in Bismarck. As always, it was a plea­
sure to see old friends, meet new ones, 
and share information with the users 
of our services. 

Over the last several years, Auto­
mated Weather Observing Systems 
(A WOS) have been installed at many 
places across the nation. Now, a new 
weather observing system called Au­
tomated Surface Observing System 
(ASOS) is being implemented through 
the combined efforts of the National 
Weather Service (NWS), the Federal 

Aviation Administration (FAA), and 
the DepartrnentofDefense (DOD). This 
state-of-the-art system is designed to 
support aviation operations and 
weather forecasting . A certified 
weather observer and ASOS sensors 
located on the airport will provide you 
with scheduled record hourly obser­
vations (SA), record specials (RS), spe­
cials (SP), and urgent specials (USP). 
Each weather observation will include 
the following elements: location iden­
tifier, type of report, time of report, 
station type, sky condition and ceiling 
below 12,000 feet, visibility, present 
wea ther and obstructions to vision, sea­
level pressure, temperature, dew-point 
and speed, altimeter setting and re­
marks. If an element in the main body 
of the observation is missing, the ele­
ment will be coded as "M". In addi­
tion, an on-site display will be available 
for airport users. As each observation 
is taken, a computer-generated voice 
message will broadcast the observa­
tion over a discrete FAA radio fre­
quency; or, if you wish, you can place 
a telephone call to the site to receive 
this report. 

As a reminder, the Grand Forks 
AFSS offers a pilot education program 
(open to the public) every three months 
called "Operation Takeoff' . The next 
scheduled meeting is on Wednesday, 
August 17, at 7 p.m. in the Grand Forks 
AFSS conference room. Anytime you 
are in the Grand Forks area, please feel 
free to stop in and visit or call us at (701 
772-7489. 

This August the North Dakota avia­
tion community will bid farewell to 
Robert (Bob) Fishman, Air Traffic Man­
ager of the Grand Forks Automated 
Flight Service Station (AFSS). Bob was 
with us for more than 7 1/2 years and 
was faced with the unpopular task of 
consolidating the States Flight Service 
Stations into one upon his arrival. Bob 
traveled the state promoting Aviation 
Safety and Education and made him­
self and his staff available to partici­
pate in local aviation events and was a 
regular contribution to this newsletter. 
He brought national recognition to 
North Dakota over the years with the 
numerous awards presented to the 
Grand Forks AFSS during his tenure. 

The North Dakota Aviation Com­
munity wishes Bob and his family well 
as he assumes his new position as Hub 
manager for the state of Florida and 
the Air Traffic manager of the St. Pe­
tersburg, Florida AFSS. 

"Aviation 
Mechanic's" 
How & Why 

Gordon Person 
Do you pause and listen when you 

hear an airplane? Stop at the airport 
and watch airplanes come and go? 
Sometimes we think it's flying tha t has 
our curiosity but in all reality it's the 
airplane! 

Who keeps it dependable, safe, and 
ready to go? Airframe and Powerplant 
Mechanics, Maintenance Technicians, 
Avionics Technicians, and many other 
specialists trained in the field. The Air­
craft Mechanic has been needed since 
the beginning of aviation. 

Aviation has continued to grow 
worldwide since the thirties. A slow 
down or almost a stop came in the 
1980's as Cessna, Beech,Mooney,Piper, 
etc., shut down assembly lines model 
by model due to liability expenses. This 
is really not fair, just because our air­
craft are still in use that were manufac­
tured since the sixties. Mechanics have 
kept them in excellent shape with their 
skills. Cars manufactured then, have 
long since been crushed and recycled. 
Liability on automobiles is only good 
for eight to ten years - Why the, thirty 
for aircraft? 

Once the liability issue is realigned, 
manufacturer's have already indicated 
they will increase production of "Gen­
eral Aviation" aircraft, back to new 
levels within a few years. Heavy air­
craft production hit a high in 1991, and 
their production is sold out through 
1996, but we see down-sizing of em­
ployees because of military contracts 
expiring. What does all of this hold 
then for the future of Aircraft Mechan­
ics? 

I believe that anyone who loves the 
sight, sound, and feel of aviation, who 
likes to use their mind, hands, and 
energy, will find a strong future as an 
A & P Mechanic. General Aviation 
Mechanics are needed across the na­
tion but we don't see many advertise­
ments. You need to carry your resume 
with you, visit shops, and apply for 
work! Salaries vary throughout the 
United States for beginning mechanics 
ranging from $6.50 per hour in the 
Upper Midwest on up to $10.50 per 
hour in other areas. The airline indus­
try begins at $10.00 to $15.00 per hour, 
commuters $9.00 to $12.00 per hour, 
and maintenance facilities $8.50 to 
$12.00 per hour. 
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The airline industry, I believe, has 
now turned around since "Desert 
Storm" of which they have stated "In­
creased their fuel costs" ,and therefore 
generated loses. The lower fuel prices 
today greatly affect all of aviation and 
Delta Air Lines sa's that every penny a 
gallon savings will generate twenty­
nine million dollars a year. 

The need for aviation mechanics has 
been projected at a shortage of 50,000 + 
by the year 2005. This is only eleven 
years away! Aviation is growing by 
fast numbers world wide and just the 
number of commercial aircraft will be 
four-fold by 2005. Another fact is found 
within general aviation and industry 
that thirty-five to thirty-eight per cent 
of today's maintenance force is near 
retirement age. We need new, young 
replacements, with a strong back­
ground in turbine, electrical, and re­
ciprocating engines. The future is out 
there and if this is what you dream 
about, step forward and go for it! The 
airplane you used to listen to and watch, 
can be touched and cared for by you. A 
rewarding and enlightening career! 
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AOPANEWS 
AOPA Calls Foreign Shoot­
down Policy 
"Fundamentally Wrong" 

Frederick, MD - The Aircraft Own­
ers and Pilots Associa tion has told the 
U.S. State Department that it will vig­
orously oppose any U.S. action that 
might encourage other countries to 
shoot down civilian aircraft. 

The statement was in response to an 
Administration proposal to furnish 
radar tracking data to South American 
governments intending to shoot down 
suspected drug smugglers. 

"Deadly force against civilian air­
craft is irresponsible and fundamen­
tally wrong," declared AOP A president 
Phil Boyer in a letter to Assistant Secre­
tary of State Robert Gelbard. 

Boyer cited two large commercial 
airliners shot down in errorrecently by 
trained military personnel using the 
most advanced equipment. "How can 
anyone feel assured that a twin-engine 
Cessna carrying members of Congress 
on an overseas fact-finding mission 
could never be mistaken for an identi­
cal Cessna full of drug smugglers?" he 
asked. 

"Surely any foreign government 
with sufficient resources and firepower 
to shoot unarmed civilian aircraft out 
of the sky also has the wherewithal to 
follow and arrest criminals once they 
have landed." 

In 1989, AOP A argued successfully 
against a proposal that would have 
allowed U.S. drug agents to shoot down 
suspected drug-running aircraft in the 
United States. 
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Flight Schools to be 
Regulated 

In a disappointing advisory opin­
ion, Colorado's Attorney General's of­
fice says even flight schools or 
individual instructors who do not col­
lect advance tuition must be regulated 
by the Colorado Division of Private 
Occupational Schools, even if their stu­
dents are learning to fly as an avoca­
tion, not a vocation 

Applied fully, this willforceall flight 
schools and individual flight instruc­
tors to pay the state an initial fee of 
$2000 and a renewal fee of $750. 
Moveover, they will have to post a 
bond of at least $5000. In return the 
state will confer no benefit except those 
regulated may say "we are state regu­
lated" . 

Aviation attorney J. Scott Hamilton 
studied the advisory opinion and the 
statute. He feels the Attorney General' s 
opinion not withstanding, Colorado 
cannot impose this burden upon indi­
vidual flight instructors. For now, how­
ever, all flight schools-even those 
which do not charge advance tuition­
come under the statute. Both the Colo­
rado Airport Operators Assn. and the 
Colorado Pilots Assn. are considering 
the pursuit oflegisla tive relief for flight 
schools NOT changing advance tuition. 
Although the 1994 Legislative session 
is over, AOP A will continue to be in­
volved with this issue. 
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